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QUESTION 3
Marx, Mussolini, and Fanon had different views regarding the role of the state. Each of them had a different opinion on the relationship between the state and an individual. Karl Marx was for socialism; Mussolini was for fascism, while Fanon was against colonialism. This paper explores the works of these three philosophers and their opinion on the role of the nation politically. The idea of nations is also explored and how nationalism would refute it. 
According to Fanon, the colonial world is a Manichaean world. In his book “The Wretched of the Earth," Fanon explores the dehumanizing effects of colonization on both the nation and the people. On violence, which is the first section of the book, Fanon explains violence in relation to the colonial world and decolonization. According to Fanon, decolonization is a violent process (The Wretched of the Earth, 2). Generally, Fanon declares colonization dehumanizing. The colonizers do not humanely treat the natives. This makes the natives resist the settlers.  
In the fascism of Mussolini, a man is a citizen of a country, a member of a family, or a social group depending on the contribution they make to that particular society. The state is all-encompassing, and the humans do not exist outside the state. The state existed before man. The state, therefore, presents hope for the continuity of life into the posterity for its citizens. This is because the state has moral and spiritual powers to influence its citizens.
The state has a mission and vision for the holistic development of its citizens. It then has to rally its citizens towards that direction. The state must bring a physical transformation to its citizen. The governance of the state also protects its citizens by keeping its boundaries. The state controls moral forces, economic forces of the people, and controlling the political behavior of its political class.
The state also must translate its national spirit to a reality. The citizens are motivated to belong to a state that represents the interests of its citizens and promises a continuity of life. The state has a role to play in fostering a working spirit for its economy class. By so doing, the citizens will lead self-sustaining lives and be protected from being oppressed by other powerful citizens. It was a result of recognizing the state's role in this endeavor that Mussolini coined the doctrine of fascism.
According to fascism, fronted by Mussolini, the state is more important than an individual. The individual is only accepted if his/her interests coincide with those of the state. Unlike classical liberalism, which arose to counter absolutism, fascism reasserts the rights of the state. Fascism only stands for individual liberty that is worth having. Fascism aims at restoring the state’s sovereign functions by claiming its ethical meaning. Again, fascism is opposed to socialism which Marx promoted (The Doctrine of Fascism, 6). socialism advocates for the amalgamation of classes into a single one. Furthermore, fascism is opposed to trade unionism as a class weapon.
 In the same way, the state must protect its citizens from neo-colonialism. During the colonial times and the world wars, the citizens live in instability and could not identify with their states as liberal citizens. Thus, a state must safeguard its independence and sovereignty. It becomes clear that according to Fanon. In contrast, colonial violence is oppressive and self-perpetuating in that it seeks to maintain the oppressive systems of colonialism; in the post-colonial era, the states must foster a national identity among their citizens from a peaceful point of view.
The political ideologies, movements, and colors are also some ways the state instills a sense of national identity among its citizens. The politics of a nation are shaped by the ideologies of the state, while the needs of the people guide state functions. The ideologies inculcate a set of values and principles that guide the political behavior of the citizens. These ideologies also guide in forming a belief system that is ingrained in the culture of the people.
The nation or state has classes and social strata. These are bound together by values held by the state, such as working together for economic development. The nation has the duty of bringing about the national integration of its economic class.  The state supports discoveries of raw materials, new technical processes, and scientific interventions. The state makes laws and regulations that protect its market from poor tariffs and counterfeit goods. The state also promotes business continuity through maintaining peace.
For fascism, the state has its aims and functions. The state is absolute, and its citizens are relative (The Doctrine of Fascism, 8). The people become citizens either by birth or naturalization or by registration. That is, they have to found within the state. If anyone is a citizen, the state has the duty of protecting their identity. The state should be awake, independent, and having its own will.
Fascism promotes a strong state that is organic based on where it is founded.  The citizens must feel its rule and action and gives its citizens room to be productive.
The state must have a national philosophy through which its citizens form beliefs, and their nationality is anchored. For the fascists, life must be understood from a religious point of view where man is seen in relation to the higher law. Therefore, the state formulates laws that are in tandem with the culture of its people. Thus, maintaining the dignity of the people.
The state establishes a formal education system. Through this, the people can understand their past, present and predict their future. The people must also feel involved in nation-building programs. National identity has to be progressive and about the citizens.
The state fosters national identity through the forms of daily lives of its people guided by the national values and the national spirit. Symbols of national unity, as well as ideologies, are the factors that promote national identity.  According to Rousseau, people were innocent before the coming of civilization.  The state fostered this kind of civilization. People lived for themselves, were independent, and contented with what they had.
According to Nicolo Machiavelli, the love for common freedom or liberty fostered a spirit of nationalism among the citizens of a country. This later affected the political behavior of a people of a nation. Rousseau advocates the love of one's nation and proposes that citizens should celebrate their national culture and maintained that national culture is very important since it helps to foster loyalty to the political system of a state.
Rousseau proposes that citizenship is about identity and presenting oneself. To become better citizens, Rousseau argues that men must believe that they are equal members of their same community. In Machiavellian philosophies of nationalism, national identity is promoted by peace and stability of a state. He calls for the need for national unity as a prerequisite to fostering national identity.
To be a member of a state means to belong or be found within a state's orbit. National identity, therefore, is fostered through values and a national spirit. The state must contribute to human civilization and foster development in its citizens' political, economic, and social lives. Cultural certainty is one of the greatest spiritual forces of people, and the state should protect this.
To conclude, Marx, Mussolini, and Fanon had different opinions regarding the political behavior of states. Karl Marx promoted socialism, Mussolini fascism, while Fanon talked about colonialism. Fanon saw colonialism as dehumanizing and violent to the native state or individuals, while Mussolini describes a state as more important than an individual. 


